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Marie say something moving, perhaps to see her
break down. It was the small amphitheatre, but
they thronged it, crushing the real students who
were there to learn, even pushing them out of
their seats.
Marie entered quickly amid deafening ap-
plause. As soon as there was silence, she began her
lecture in advanced Physics simply at the place
where Pierre had left off: "When we consider
the progress which has taken place in physics
during the last ten years, we are surprised at
the change in our ideas concerning electricity and
matter. . . /*
The audience was surprised indeed, but at the
change in their ideas about something other than
electricity. They had gone to see a show; they
found themselves meeting a woman, who was no
show, but a truly sincere human being who
thought more about her work than about herself.
They were touched. Tears welled up into their
eyes. Marie spoke of the new theories of the
structure of electricity, of the disintegration of
the atom and of radio-active bodies. At the end
of her lecture, which was addressed purely to the
students, she left the hall as quickly and as simply
as she had entered it.
If her work had been hard before, it became
harder. She had to think out how to educate the
little girls. She had her work of discovery in the
laboratory and her lectures at the Sorbonne. She
had her house and garden to see to and, above all,
she bad a special work of her owa 10 do, She had